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Announcement of Student Exchange Support Program 

(Scholarship for Short-Term Study in Japan) FY2026 
 
1. Program Outline 
Japan Student Services Organization (JASSO) offers scholarships for qualified international students who are 
accepted by a Japanese university under a student exchange agreement or other exchange arrangement between 
the Japanese university and their home university outside Japan for a period of 11 months. 

 

2. Details of program 
The title of the program is “The Education and Research Leader Development Program for Environmental 
Preservation through Agri-Food Linkage.” Participants will enroll as special auditing students (undergraduate 
or graduate level) at the Faculty of Agriculture, Yamagata University. Under the guidance of their supervisors, 
students will conduct research activities including laboratory work and fieldwork. Research topics will be 
determined through discussion with the supervisor. Students will also take courses such as seminars, intensive 
scientific English, and Japanese language classes. Credit transfer between the two universities may be available. 
In addition, tutors will be assigned to each student to provide academic and daily-life support in order to 
promote their studies and research activities. 

 

 

 
3. Scholarship 

Item Details 

Scholarship Source Japan Student Services Organization (JASSO) 

Program Period October 2026 – August 2027 

Duration 11 months 

Monthly Stipend JPY 80,000  
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4. Eligibility for Application 
• Applicants who are expected to graduate from Universitas Gadjah Mada or Universitas Padjadjaran 

during the program period in Japan (from October 2026 to August 2027) are not eligible to apply. 
• Applicants must be enrolled in the 3rd or 4th year of an undergraduate program, or in a master’s 

program, as of October 2026. 
• Applicants must remain registered as students at Universitas Gadjah Mada or Universitas Padjadjaran 

until the end of August 2027. 
• 1st and 2nd year undergraduate students and Ph.D. students are not eligible to apply. 

 

5. Application Overview 
・ Screening results will be announced through the Japanese host university. 
・ All applications must be processed through Japanese universities. 
・ Application deadlines and required documents differ depending on the host university.  
・ The application process consists of two steps with different deadlines. Please prepare required 

documents early, especially transcripts and recommendation letters, as they may take time to obtain. 
 

6. Detailed Application Process 
Schedule                                    Period 

Announcement of Program June 3 

Application Deadline (STEP 1) June 24 

Submission Deadline (STEP 2) June 30 

Interview Process (Zoom) June 25-July 3 

Selection Results Notification Mid-July 

Visa & Flight Preparation Until August 

Arrival in Japan Late September 

Study Period at Yamagata University October 2026 – August 2027 
 

 
Application Deadline (STEP1) 
Deadline: June 24 
(1) Application Form: https://forms.office.com/r/8V9eA1fN9k 
(2) Curriculum Vitae 

・English CV (Formal photograph required) 
・Email Address: International Office (Faculty of Agriculture): yu-nogaku-ryug@jm.kj.yamagata-u.ac.jp 
・Email Subject:[JASSO2026;Your name] 

*Applicants who complete submissions (1) and (2) will receive a URL to upload documents (3)–(6). 
 

Submission Deadline (STEP 2) 
Deadline: June 30 

https://forms.office.com/r/8V9eA1fN9k
mailto:yu-nogaku-ryug@jm.kj.yamagata-u.ac.jp
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(3) Official Academic Transcript 
・Master course students must submit the undergraduate transcript and master course transcript 

*Notes for Transcript 
・Transcript must be written in English. 
・Academic year and semester for each subject must be shown. 
・Explanation of grading system must also be included. 

(4) Certificate of English Language Proficiency 
・ex. a TOEFL, IELTS score report 

(5) Recommendation Letter 
・Issued by a supervisor, head of department, or dean of faculty 

(6) Pledge 
 

Interview Process 
Applicants who pass the document screening will be contacted directly by their prospective supervisors 
regarding the interview. 
・Interview period: June 25 to July 3 
・Interview format: Online (Zoom) 

 

7. Number of Scholarship Recipients 
Total number of recipients: 18 students 

 

8. Notes 
(1) Air Ticket 

Airfare is not covered by this program. 
(2) Accommodation 

Shared-type student dormitory accommodation will be available. The boarding expense is approximately 
JPY 15,000–20,000 per month. Please note that utilities such as electricity, water, and heating are not 
included in the accommodation fee. 

 

9. Other Inquiries 
International Office, Faculty of Agriculture 

yu-nogaku-ryug@jm.kj.yamagata-u.ac.jp 
Program Coordinator: Prof. Dr. Yoshihito SHIONO 

yshiono@tds1.tr.yamagata-u.ac.jp 
  

mailto:yu-nogaku-ryug@jm.kj.yamagata-u.ac.jp
mailto:yshiono@tds1.tr.yamagata-u.ac.jp
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List of supervisors for Student Exchange Support Program 2026 
 
Name: Prof. Dr. Weiguo CHENG 

Main research field: Plant Nutrition and Soil Science 
Number of acceptable students: 1 or 2 
Research outline: Carbon and nitrogen dynamics in different terrestrial ecosystems; stable 
isotopes probing on bio-geochemical processes; greenhouse gas emissions with global 
warming; land use and management changes; organic farming; Azolla application; etc. 
http://www.tr.yamagata-u.ac.jp/~cheng/ 
Title of recent research:  

1. Changes in the pH, EC, available P, SOC and TN stocks in a single rice paddy after long-
term application of inorganic fertilizers and organic matters in a cold temperate region of Japan  
2. Azolla cover significantly decreased CH4 but not N2O emissions from flooding rice paddy 
to atmosphere  
3. Simulating the effects of soil temperature and moisture in the off-rice season on rice straw 
decomposition and subsequent CH4 production during the growth season in a paddy soil. 
 

 
Name: Prof. Dr. Toru WATANABE 

Main research field: Water Environment Engineering 
Number of acceptable students: 2 or 3 
Research outline:  
1. Waterborne and foodborne pathogens (e.g. human enteric virus, antibiotic-resistant bacteria) 
2. Water management, especially wastewater reuse for irrigation  
3. Human health risk assessment due to water and food contamination  
4. Transportation of terrestrial trace metals from forest to ocean through river and stream 
Title of recent research:  
1. Detection and genetic analysis of antibiotic-resistant bacteria in water environment  
2. Virus contamination of oysters as a cause of gastroenteritis  
3. Agricultural reuse of treated wastewater and composted sludge from municipal wastewater 
treatment plant  
4. Impact of treated wastewater irrigation on physicochemical properties of soil in paddy field 
5. Characterization of natural organic matters contributing to metal transportation from forests 
to coastal area 
Other topics of research can be found at my website  
(https://www.tr.yamagata-u.ac.jp/~water/e_profile.html). 

 
 
Name: Prof. Dr. Tatsuya ASHITANI 

Main research field: Forest Products 
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Number of acceptable students: 1 
Research outline:  
1. Analysis of wood components for chemotaxonomy.  
2. Development of new utilization method for woody wastes and wood components. 
Title of recent research:  
1. Chemotaxonomy of Japanese tree by terpenoid components  
2. Anti-fungal and antitermite activities of terpenoid components in Japanese tree  
3. Autoxidation of terpenoid and bioactivity of its products 
 

 
Name: Prof. Dr. Yoshihito SHIONO 

Main Research Field: Natural Products Chemistry 
Number of Acceptable Students: 2 or 3 
Research Outline:  
Our research focuses on screening fungal collections to discover new biologically active 
compounds, such as cytotoxic and antimicrobial agents.  
The main topics include: 
1: Isolation of natural products from the fermentation broth of microorganisms. 
2: Structural determination of isolated natural products using advanced equipment like NMR 
and LC-MS. 
Recent Research Topics: 
New Polyketides – 
Paralactonic Acids A-E produced by Paraconiothyrium sp. SW-B-1, an endophytic fungus 
associated with the seaweed Chondrus ocellatus Holmes. 
Pyrrocidine Derivative – 
A compound produced by Neonectria ramulariae In-2, a fungus isolated from the beetle 
Holotrichia picea. 
New Natural Compounds – 
Isocoumarins, naphthoquinones, and a cleistanthane-type diterpene isolated from Nectria 
pseudotrichia 120-1NP. 

 
 

Name: Associate Prof. Dr. Satoru SATO 
Main research field: Circular Insect Ecology 
Number of acceptable students: 2 or 3 
Research outline: 

Our laboratory studies how local organic residues can be converted into useful resources by 
insects. The main targets are the black soldier fly (Hermetia illucens), mealworms, and other 
useful insects. Research topics include insect ecology, rearing methods, waste management, 
insect frass fertilizer, feed use, safety, and product development. Our activities also connect 



6 
 

sustainable agriculture, environmental education, local communities, and Japan–Indonesia 
collaboration. The working language of the laboratory is English.- To see the atmosphere of 
our laboratory activities, please search “Yamadaimizuabu” on YouTube. 
Title of recent research:  
1. Ecology and utilization of the black soldier fly 
2. Insect-based recycling of local food waste, livestock manure, and plant residues 
3. Use of insect frass in sustainable agriculture 
4. Mealworm-based conversion of unused local resources 
5. Product development, environmental education, and Japan–Indonesia collaboration through 
Yamadai Mizubabu and YEEE 

 
 
Name: Associate Prof. Dr. Tomoyuki NABESHIMA 

Main research field: Plant pathology 
Number of acceptable students: 1 or 2 
Research outline:  
1. Viroid-plant interaction, investigating the mechanism of resistance against viroids. 
2. Identify and characterize new viral species.  
3. Practical management of viroid and virus disease. Please check below to find our recent 
progress.  https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=g6Z2duoAAAAJ 
Title of recent research:  
1. Host adaptation of viroid species. 
2. Molecular characterization of novel viral species isolated from wild grapevine and 
blueberry. 
 

 
Name: Assistant Prof. Dr. Yuri KIMURA 

Main research field: Plant biochemistry 
Number of acceptable students: 1  
Research outline:  
We study the diversity and evolution of plant metabolism, with a particular focus on the 
biosynthesis of aromatic polymer lignin, a major component of plant biomass. Using molecular 
biology techniques, we produce recombinant proteins of interest in either microbe or plant host 
to characterize the properties of biosynthetic enzymes. We expect our research to provide 
fundamental knowledge for engineering plant metabolism, ultimately contributing to the 
efficient production of valuable aromatics. Please check our website to find our recent 
progress: https://yamagata-plant-
biochem.amebaownd.com/pages/7533590/page_202312281832  
Title of recent research:  
1. Investigating the evolution of phenylpropanoid biosynthesis across land plant.  

https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=g6Z2duoAAAAJ
https://yamagata-plant-biochem.amebaownd.com/pages/7533590/page_202312281832
https://yamagata-plant-biochem.amebaownd.com/pages/7533590/page_202312281832
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2. Exploring the diverse regulatory mechanisms governing phenylpropanoid metabolism across 
green plants.  

 
Name: Associate Prof. Dr. Masateru Nishiyama 

Main research field: Environmental and Sanitary Engineering 
Number of acceptable students: 1 
Research outline:  
1）Research on pathogenic microorganisms in environments: identification of epidemic 
status and its countermeasures using genetic analysis 
2）Development of a specific fish species in water using environmental DNA analysis 
Title of recent research: 
1) Detection and characteristics of antibiotic-resistant bacteria isolated from water 
environment. 
2) Persistence and antibiotic-resistant bacteria in water and soil environment 
3) Impact of sewage resource application on agricultural fields bacterial contamination 
4) Use of environmental DNA analysis method for detecting invasive species in river. 

 
 
Name: Associate Prof. Dr. Haizhong Zhang 

Main research field: Engineering Geology 
Number of acceptable students: 2 or 3 
Research outline:  
We focus on geological disaster risk assessment and mitigation, with an emphasis on soil and 
earth hazards such as earthquakes, landslides, and soil liquefaction.  
Please visit our website for more details: https://zhangyamagata.sakura.ne.jp/ 
Title of recent research: 
1. Probabilistic hazard analysis of earthquake-induced landslides 
2. Landslide hazard mapping in the Shinai region 

 
 
Name: Prof. Dr. Shu HASE 

Main research field: Plant Pathology 
Acceptable students: Undergraduate or Master Course student 
Number of acceptable students: 1 
Research outline:  
Our laboratory studies sustainable plant disease management using slightly acidic electrolyzed 
water, beneficial microorganisms, and Black Soldier Fly frass. Major target diseases include 
gray mold, bacterial wilt, and postharvest diseases of horticultural crops. 
Title of recent research: 
1. Suppression of gray mold disease by volatilized slightly acidic electrolyzed water. 
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2. Biological control of gray mold disease and bacterial wilt using beneficial microorganisms.  
3. Effects of Black Soldier Fly frass on plant bacterial and fungal diseases. 
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Pledge（誓約書） 

 
To: The Dean of Faculty of Agriculture, Yamagata University（山形大学農学部長殿） 
 

As an applicant for the Japan Student Service Organization Scholarship for Short-
Term Study in Japan FY2026 through your University, I pledge to observe the following 
articles: 

（私は，日本学生支援機構 2026 年度海外留学支援制度による奨学金留学生への応募に

あたり，次の事項を必ず守ることを誓約します。） 
 
（１）To apply for the Japan Student Service Organization Scholarship for Short-

Term Study in Japan FY2026 through Yamagata University only and refrain from 
overlapping applications through any other Japanese universities. 

（日本学生支援機構 2026 年度海外留学支援制度による奨学金への応募は，山形大学か

らの応募のみであること。日本の他大学から重複して応募しないこと。） 
 

（２）To refrain from applying to other scholarship for enrollment in other universities. 
（他大学へ入学するための奨学金に決して応募しないこと。） 

 

（３）To refrain from applying for the Japanese Government (Monbukagakusho) Scholarship 
through any university during this program. 

（本プログラム中は日本政府（文部科学省）奨学金に併願しないこと。） 

 

 

 

Date:                
Applicant’s Signature:                 

Applicant’s Name Roman Block Capitals:                  



【Example1】
"Year" and "Semester" must be indicated on the transcript.
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【Example2】
"Year" and "Semester" must be indicated on the transcript.

Please add "Year" & 
"Semester" next to the 
respective credits.
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