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Join our
upcoming events!

Will you create a nature-
positive future for the

Mississippi River Delta?



Team Delta Green - Finalist NBF Challenge'1

"Participating in the Challenge has been
transformative, pushing us to innovate and

integrate nature-based solutions in ways we
hadn't imagined."

17 Nov 2025            Registration deadline
2 Dec 2025               Inspiration workshop
13 Jan 2026              Kick-off event
20 Feb 2026             Deadline milestone 1
17 April 2026           Deadline milestone 2
02 June 2026           Grand Finals

Timeline

The Mississippi River Delta Region of South Louisiana
faces a range of interconnected social, environmental,
and economic issues that have the potential to be
addressed through innovative and targeted solutions.
Wageningen University & Research invites students
from all over the world to envision nature-based
solutions that can transform this region.

We challenge you to develop a transformative, nature-driven vision to
ensure a sustainable and resilient future for the Mississippi River Delta. 

The Nature-based Future Challenge is more than just
a competition. It offers a unique opportunity to
create a positive impact and put theory into
practice. By participating in the Challenge, you will
receive guidance from experts in both the
business world and academia. They will assist you
in developing your vision for the Mississippi River
Delta and may even open doors to potential job
opportunities. Throughout the Challenge, you will
engage in a series of inspiring workshops designed
to enhance your skills and expand your knowledge.
And, if you make it to the finals, you will get
exposure for your solution and a chance to win a
9000 EUR prize. In short, you will learn more about
the topics related to nature-based thinking, get an
opportunity to grow professionally and make friends
for life. 

This international competition is organized by
Wageningen University & Research in collaboration
with Foundation for Food and Agriculture
Research and a broad network of partners.
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What is in it for me?

For whom?
The Challenge welcomes students from universities
and universities of applied sciences worldwide, in
all phases of their studies (BSc, MSc, PhD or
equivalent). Students with various study backgrounds
are encouraged to participate.  For this Challenge, it is
mandatory to form an interdisciplinary team. The team
composition should include members with diverse
areas of expertise, ensuring a comprehensive
approach to tackling the assignment. 

What?
With your team, you will visualize the potential of
nature-based solutions to address the effects of
climate change and biodiversity loss in the Mississippi
River Delta. Based on data analysis, you will create a
vision for this region in 2120, develop specific solutions
for a selected area, and outline a transition path. You
will submit a coherent and convincing report, create a
video pitch and a poster, and answer questions from
the jury.



Spark the future, join the Challenge!



For whom?

BSc, MSc and PhD* students from Universities (of Applied Sciences) 

worldwide from various backgrounds, including:

Landscape architecture, Spatial planning, Forestry, (Organic) 

Agriculture, Nature Conservation, Environmental Sciences, Land, 

Water, Urban and Marine Resources Management, Sociology etc.

* Max.20% PhD students and fresh graduates in a team



The Challenge

Develop a vision for a nature-based future 

for Mississippi River Delta in 2120 that:

• Is biodiversity positive

• Ensures food & water security

• Enhances climate adaptability & resilience

• Has positive social & socio-economic impact

Inspired by the project The Netherlands in 2120



How does it work?

Duration: January 2026-June 2026

Participation in a multidisciplinary team

Three rounds:

• Each round ends with selection moment

• Hybrid Studios in each round to get started

• Opportunities to ask feedback 



Inspiration Workshop Deadline Team Profile Round 1: Kick-off Event Round 1: Studio 1 1st Milestone Deadline

Grand FinalsRound 3: Studio 32nd Milestone DeadlineRound 2: Studio 2Round 2: Meet the Coach

2 -12 -2025 9-01-2026 13-01-2026 20-01-2026 20-02-2026

2-06-20267-05-202617-04-202617-03-202612-03-2026

Get inspired by partners

Meet potential team 

members

Finalize team profile Meet other teams & partners 

and celebrate the start of the 

challenge together

Local and WUR experts will 

equip you with valuable tools 

to achieve your first milestone

Submit your vision

Present your vision & 

celebrate

Engage in a storytelling 

workshop and collaborate 

with your group to refine your 

detailed design.

Submit your improved and 

validated vision

Benefit from the guidance of 

WUR experts to enhance your 

initial design and understand the 

concept of a transition path.

Exclusive one-on-one 

coaching session for the top 

twenty teams with Challenge 

partners.

1 2 3 4 5
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NBF Challenge step-by-step 

Check the calendar 

on the website!



ROUND 1

Deliverables:

• Inventory and analysis of the current situation & 

future trends

• Description of your vision for nature-positive future

• Identification of an area to design in the second round 

of the Challenge

Round 1: Kick-off Event Round 1: Studio 1 1st Milestone Deadline
13-01-2026 20-01-2026 20-02-2026

Meet other teams & partners 

and celebrate the start of the 

challenge together

Local and WUR experts will 

equip you with valuable tools 

to achieve your first milestone

Submit your idea

3 4 5



ROUND 2

Deliverables:

• Inventory and analysis of the current situation & 

future trends for a chosen region

• Translation of your vision into concrete choices, 

proposals and effects for the chosen area

• Description of the transition pathway

2nd Milestone DeadlineRound 2: Studio 2Round 2: Meet the Coach
17-04-202617-03-202612-03-2026

Submit your improved and 

validated idea

Benefit from the guidance of 

WUR experts to enhance your 

initial design and understand the 

concept of a transition path.

Exclusive one-on-one 

coaching session for the top 

twenty teams with Challenge 

partners.

876



ROUND 3

Deliverables:

• Improve on your report

• Pitch video

• Poster presentation

Grand FinalsRound 3: Studio 3
2-06-20267-05-2026

Present your idea & celebrateEngage in a storytelling 

workshop and collaborate 

with your group to refine your 

detailed design.

109



What is there for YOU?

Learning experience that boosts professional skills

Opportunity to learn from and network with industry leaders 

Opportunity to meet and exchange ideas with students from 

Universities worldwide



What is there for YOU?

Certificate for top 20 teams & finalists of the Challenge

The finalists receive travel & accommodation  budget to attend 

the Grand Finals in the Netherlands (not full costs)

The winning team gets 9 000 EUR and exposure

Representatives of top 3 teams go to Louisiana



How to join?

• Register individually before 17 November

• Create a team profile before 9 January

• Join the Kick-off Event on 13 January 

and 



Interested?

Scan the QR-code to learn more!


